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DGGS Curriculum Intent:

Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been
thought and said, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. Our
Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more than 20 subjects
leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an ambitious and dynamic
curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge which goes beyond the A
Level specification at Key Stage 5.

Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students:

e Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals.

e Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others.

e Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse
learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum.

e Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities.

e Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance.

® Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the
wider world.

End of Key Stage Expectations:

Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives.
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TEXTILES

A Level Specification
The exam board that the student’s study is AQA. Please click here for the TEXTILES A Level
specification.

Subject Curriculum Intent

In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for TEXTILES at DGGS

aims to:
e Develop ideas through sustained investigations informed by contextual studies and

analytical understanding.

Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist vocab.

Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials and techniques.

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions.

Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work and progress & refining responses.

Present personal and meaningful responses, realising intentions and make connections

between visual and other elements.

Develop ideas through studying the work of artists relevant to their chosen areas of study.

® Gather relevant source materials which may include interviews, photography, film &
specific materials.

e Record their ideas and the progression of their creative journey from initial thoughts to
conclusions.

e Experiment with a range of materials, refining outcomes and techniques.

o Seek out opportunities to engage with live art through visits to galleries and exhibitions.

Curriculum Summary - Year 12

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)
e Students will receive an introduction to the course & e Develop ideas through sustained investigations
be shown examples of past student work. Summer informed by contextual studies and analytical
work gallery visit documentation will be shared in understanding
class. e Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist
e Students will be given a choice of three themes to vocab
choose from. They will then go onto developing e Explore and select appropriate resources, media,
work around that stimulus. materials and techniques
e Introduction to workshop series & students e Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
beginning 3-week modules exploring the following intentions
themes: e Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work
e  Fabric manipulation and progress
e  Knitting and Crochet e Present personal and meaningful initial responses
e  Embroidery e Understand assessment objectives and how to apply
e Eco Printing them to their own studies
e Weaving e Document their investigations and processes,
reflecting meaningfully on their progress &
identifying areas for development
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/a-level/art-and-design-7204/specification/specification-at-a-glance

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Planning final outcomes: how to select appropriate
materials, imagery, artist references to produce
personal, meaningful responses to these.

For each of the skills learnt in Term 1 and 2, students
will work on developing two techniques linked to an
artist of their choice and then go on to developing
skills in manipulating a broad range of 2D and 3D
media inspired by these artists using their own
imagery to create a range of responses documented
within sketchbooks. They will carry out a thorough
artist study and work on how to use their work to
inspire their own.

Develop ideas through sustained investigations
informed by contextual studies and analytical
understanding

Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist
vocab

Explore and select appropriate resources, media,
materials and techniques

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions

Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work
and progress & refining responses

Present personal and meaningful responses,
realising intentions and make connections between
visual and other elements

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:

Students will plan and create EQY outcome piece in
response to their chosen title and selected artist.
Work will show a clear journey of ideas, links to
selected artists, recording ideas, communicating
themes and demonstrating increasingly
sophisticated manipulation of chosen materials.
After EQY piece, students will reflect, review &
refine their work, completing one further outcome
study to create a personal, meaningful final
response (AO4)

Introduction to the Personal Investigation (Term 6)

Students will be shown examples of past student
work & specification for this unit will be shared
Students begin deciding on their area of study &
begin researching and gathering resources
Gallery visits planned to resource research

Mind maps created, artists selected to inform
studies.

Practical investigations into themes, and artist
copies undertaken.

Develop ideas through sustained investigations
informed by contextual studies and analytical
understanding

Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist
vocab

Explore and select appropriate resources, media,
materials and techniques

Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions

Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work
and progress, refining responses

Present personal and meaningful responses,
realising intentions and make connections between
visual and other elements
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Curriculum Summary - Year 13

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

e Students explore the themes for their written
elements & the studio work that accompanies it.
Students will know:

e How to gather research material from books, essays,
websites and other sources

e How to structure a meaningful essay, make links
between a range of artist genres, use quotes and
draw conclusions

Practical element. Students will know:

e How to source, gather and generate images and
information

e How to experiment with a range of materials in
order to refine skills and technique

e How to record ideas and insights

e How to plan for and create a meaningful response
which will be completed during the 15-hour mock
exam

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e Develop ideas through sustained investigations
informed by contextual studies and analytical
understanding

e Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist
vocab

e Explore and select appropriate resources, media,
materials and techniques

e Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions

e Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work
and progress

e Present personal and meaningful initial responses

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

e Externally set assignment:

e Students will choose from a range of titles published
by AQA. Students will:

e Develop ideas through studying the work of artists

e  Gather relevant source materials which may include
interviews, photography, film & specific materials

e Record their ideas and the progression of their
creative journey from initial thoughts to conclusions

e Experiment with a range of materials, refining
outcomes and techniques

e Regular tutorials will be scheduled with students to
check investigations, responses and plans against
assessment objectives. A range of experimental &
development pieces will be created along the way
referencing the artist selected. Processes and
journey of investigations will be documented in
sketchbook.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e Develop ideas through sustained investigations
informed by contextual studies and analytical
understanding

e Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist
vocab

e Explore and select appropriate resources, media,
materials and techniques

e Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions

e Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work
and progress & refining responses

® Present personal and meaningful responses,
realising intentions and make connections between
visual and other elements

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:

e Externally set assignment:

e Final exam: students have to plan and create a
meaningful final outcome referencing the work of
other artists during a 15 hour exam. Exam will take
place end of April/ beginning of May.

In addition to the points above:

e Develop ideas through sustained investigations
informed by contextual studies and analytical
understanding

e Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist
vocab

e Explore and select appropriate resources, media,
materials and techniques
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e Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions

o Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work
and progress & refining responses

e  Present personal and meaningful responses,
realising intentions and make connections between
visual and other elements
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