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DGGS Curriculum Intent:




Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been
thought and said, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. Our
Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more than 20 subjects
leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an ambitious and dynamic
curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge which goes beyond the A
Level specification at Key Stage 5.

Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students:

e Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals.

e Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others.

e Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse
learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum.

e Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities.

e Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance.

® Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the
wider world.

End of Key Stage Expectations:

Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives.

SOCIOLOGY
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A Level Specification
The exam board that the student’s study is AQA. Please click here for the SOCIOLOGY A Level
specification.

Subject Curriculum Intent
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for SOCIOLOGY at
DGGS aims to:

e Know Sociological theories, perspectives and methods ¢ the design of the research used to
obtain the data under consideration, including its strengths and limitations.

e Be aware of key areas and theories within Sociology, such as Marxism, Functionalism and
Feminism.

e Know and understand how Sociologists conduct research and the particular decisions that
need to be made in order to design effective research studies.

e Know and understand specific significant theories, theorists and research studies that have
informed our beliefs

e Know and understand how to effectively evaluate theories and research studies that are
discussed

e Students must understand the following two core themes: e socialisation, culture and
identity e social differentiation, power and stratification. These themes are to be
interpreted broadly as threads running through many areas of social life and should not
therefore be regarded as discrete topics

e Students must understand the significance of conflict and consensus, social structure and
social action, and the role of values.

e Students must know and understand contemporary UK society. The central focus of study
in this specification should be on UK society today, with consideration given to
comparative dimensions where relevant, including the siting of UK society within its
globalised context.

Curriculum Summary - Year 12

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/a-level/sociology-7192/specification/specification-at-a-glance

Introduction to sociology. What is sociology?
Education:

e The role and functions of the education system
according to theoretical perspectives, including its
relationship to the economy and to class structure,
the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of
teaching and learning

e Relationships and processes within and outside of
schools, with particular reference to teacher/pupil
relationships, pupil identities and subcultures in
context of social class

e Differential educational achievement of social
groups internal and external to the school by gender
and ethnicity in contemporary society

Families and Households
e Theories of the Family including Functionalism,
Marxism, Feminism
® Gender roles, domestic labour and power
relationships within the family in contemporary
society

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e Engage students in theoretical debate while
encouraging an active involvement with the research
process.

e  Foster a critical awareness of contemporary social
processes and change, and draw together the
knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in
different aspects of the course.

e  Students should examine topic areas in relation to
the two core themes (socialisation, culture and
identity; and social differentiation, power and
stratification)

e Students should be encouraged to use examples
drawn from their own experience of small-scale
research. Attention

e  Students should draw out links with other topics
studied in this specification

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Education (Continued)

e The significance of educational policies, including
policies of selection, marketisation and privatisation,
and policies to achieve greater equality of
opportunity or outcome, for an understanding of the
structure, role, impact and experience of and access
to education; the impact of globalisation on
educational policy

Families and Households (Continued)

e The nature of childhood, and changes in the status
of children in the family and society

e Demographic trends in the United Kingdom since
1900: birth rates, death rates, family size, life
expectancy, ageing population, and migration and
globalisation.

Methods in Context (of Education)

e Quantitative and qualitative methods of research;

research design

® Sources of data, including questionnaires,
participant and non-participant observation,
experiments

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e Engage students in theoretical debate while
encouraging an active involvement with the research
process.

e  Foster a critical awareness of contemporary social
processes and change, and draw together the
knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in
different aspects of the course.

e Students should examine topic areas in relation to
the two core themes (socialisation, culture and
identity; and social differentiation, power and
stratification)

e Students should be encouraged to use examples
drawn from their own experience of small-scale
research. Attention

e  Students should draw out links with other topics
studied in this specification

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Families and Households (continued from Term 4)

e Changing patterns of marriage, cohabitation,
separation, divorce, childbearing and the life course,
including the sociology of personal life, and the
diversity of contemporary family and household
structures

e The relationship of the family to the social structure
and social change, with particular reference to the
economy and to state policies

Methods in Context (continued from Term 4)

e Engage students in theoretical debate while
encouraging an active involvement with the research
process.

e  Foster a critical awareness of contemporary social
processes and change, and draw together the
knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in
different aspects of the course.

e Students should examine topic areas in relation to
the two core themes (socialisation, culture and
identity; and social differentiation, power and
stratification)
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Sources of data, including, interviews, documents
and official statistics

The distinction between primary and secondary
data, and between quantitative and qualitative data
The relationship between positivism, interpretivism
and sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts

’

Theory and Methods

The relationship between theory and methods

The nature of science and the extent to which
Sociology can be regarded as scientific

Debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value
freedom

The theoretical, practical and ethical considerations
influencing choice of topic, choice of method(s) and
the conduct of research

Students should be encouraged to use examples
drawn from their own experience of small-scale
research. Attention

Students should draw out links with other topics
studied in this specification.
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Curriculum Summary - Year 13

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Theories:

e Consensus, conflict, structural and social action
theories

e The concepts of modernity and post-modernity in
relation to sociological theory

e The relationship between Sociology and social
policy.

Crime and Deviance:

e Theories of Crime: Functionalist, strain and
subcultural theories, Interactionism and labelling
theory, Realist theories.

Beliefs:

e Ideology of theories on religion: Functionalism,
Marxism and Feminism

e The relationship between social change and social
stability, and religious beliefs, practices and
organisations

® The significance of religion and religiosity in the
contemporary world, including the nature and
extent of secularisation in a global context.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e  Engage students in theoretical debate while
encouraging an active involvement with the research
process.

e  Foster a critical awareness of contemporary social
processes and change, and draw together the
knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in
different aspects of the course.

e Examine topic areas in relation to the two core
themes (socialisation, culture and identity; and
social differentiation, power and stratification)

e Students should be encouraged to use examples
drawn from their own experience of small-scale
research. Attention

e Draw out links with other topics studied in this
specification.

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Crime and Deviance (Continued)

e Crime, deviance, social order and social control ¢ the
social distribution of crime and deviance by
ethnicity, gender and social class, including recent
patterns and trends in crime

e Globalisation and crime in contemporary society;
the media and crime; green crime; human rights and
state crimes

e Crime control, surveillance, prevention and
punishment, victims, and the role of the criminal
justice system and other agencies

Beliefs (Continued)

e The relationship between different social groups and
religious/spiritual organisations and movements,
beliefs and practices

e Religious organisations, including cults, sects,
denominations, churches and New Age movements,
and their relationship to religious and spiritual belief
and practice, globalisation and the spread of
religions.

® |deology, science and religion, including both
Christian and non-Christian religious traditions

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e  Engage students in theoretical debate while
encouraging an active involvement with the research
process.

e  Foster a critical awareness of contemporary social
processes and change, and draw together the
knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in
different aspects of the course.

e Examine topic areas in relation to the two core
themes (socialisation, culture and identity; and
social differentiation, power and stratification)

e Students should be encouraged to use examples
drawn from their own experience of small-scale
research. Attention

e  Draw out links with other topics studied in this
specification.

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Revision and review of course content:
e Examination question practice, including further
practice of 10, 20- and 30-mark essays
e Planning effective answers using PERCY Paragraphs
e  Writing effective evaluation

e Engage students in theoretical debate while
encouraging an active involvement with the research
process.

e  Foster a critical awareness of contemporary social
processes and change, and draw together the
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knowledge, understanding and skills learnt in
different aspects of the course.

e Examine topic areas in relation to the two core
themes (socialisation, culture and identity; and
social differentiation, power and stratification)

e Students should be encouraged to use examples
drawn from their own experience of small-scale
research. Attention

e Draw out links with other topics studied in this
specification.
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