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Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

DGGS Curriculum Intent:




Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been
thought and said, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. Our
Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more than 20 subjects
leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an ambitious and dynamic
curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge which goes beyond the A
Level specification at Key Stage 5.

Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students:

e Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals.

e Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others.

e Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse
learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum.

e Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities.

e Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance.

® Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the
wider world.

End of Key Stage Expectations:

Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES

A Level Specification
The exam board that the student’s study is OCR. Please click here for the RELIGIOUS STUDIES A
Level specification.

Subject Curriculum Intent
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for RELIGIOUS
STUDIES at DGGS aims to:
e To enable students to take their learning as far as possible, and beyond the KS5 curriculum
to see how it connects to the wider world as they know it and to the future wider world
e To embed a sense of curiosity about the world and people, including identifying and
challenging prejudices and misconceptions in themselves
® To ensure students become philosophical thinkers who are able to view the world and
other curriculum areas through a philosophical lens
e To embed independent thought and responsibility for being active thinkers
o To take creative approaches to representing and exploring abstract and nuanced religious,
philosophical and ethical ideas
e To provide opportunities for students to develop leadership skills through representing
and sharing their religious and non-religious worldviews, values and practices
e To ensure students visit relevant places of worship and speak with members of the faith
communities which they are studying

Beyond the examination specification, our core Religious Studies aims to:

e |Investigate and analyse beliefs and practices of religions and worldviews (including non-
religious worldviews) using a range of arguments and evidence to evaluate issues and draw
balanced conclusions.

e Synthesise their own and others’ ideas and arguments about sources of wisdom and
authority using coherent reasoning, making appropriate references to their historical,
cultural and social contexts.

o Develop coherent and well-informed analysis of diversity in the forms of expression and
ways of life found in different religions and worldviews.

® Account for varied interpretations of commitment to religions and worldviews and for
responses to profound questions about the expression of identity, diversity, meaning and
value.

e Argue for and justify their own positions with regard to key questions about the nature of
religion, providing a detailed evaluation of the perspectives of others.

o Use arange of research methods to examine and critically evaluate varied perspectives
and approaches to issues of community cohesion, respect for all and mutual
understanding.

Curriculum Summary - Year 12

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)
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https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf

Ancient Philosophical Influences (Philosophy)
e Plato’s views on reality, the Forms and the analogy
of the cave
e Aristotle’s views on reality, the four causes and the
Prime Mover

Arguments based on observation and reason (Philosophy)
e Teleological argument
e Cosmological argument
e Challenges to the above

Natural Law (Ethics)
e Telos (origins in Aristotle and development in
Aquinas).
e Aquinas’ four tiers of law (eternal, divine, natural
and human).
e The precepts (key, primary and secondary).

Situation Ethics (Ethics)

e Agape.

e Fletcher’s six propositions.
Fletcher’s four working principles.
e Conscience.

Euthanasia (Ethics)
e  Sanctity of life.
e Quality of life.
e Voluntary euthanasia and non-voluntary euthanasia.
e Application of natural law and situation ethics to
euthanasia.

Augustine on human nature (Christian Thought)
e Human relationships pre- and post-Fall
e Original Sin and its effects on the will and human
societies
e God’s grace

Persons of Jesus Christ (Christian Thought)
e Jesus’ authority as the son of God.
e Jesus as a teacher of wisdom.
e Jesus as a liberator.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Provide evaluation of:
e Plato’s Form of the Good in comparison to
Aristotle’s Prime Mover
e Plato’s reliance on reason in comparison to
Aristotle’s use of the senses in their attempts to
make sense of reality

Provide evaluation of:
e Whether a posteriori or a priori is the more
persuasive style of argument
e Whether or not there are logical fallacies in these
arguments that cannot be overcome

Provide evaluation of:
e Whether a judgement about something can be
based telos
e Whether the universe as a whole has a telos
e  Whether the doctrine of double effect can be used
to justify an action

Provide evaluation of:

e  Whether an ethical judgement can be based on
agape

e  Whether Fletcher’s understanding of agape is really
religious

e Whether or not the rejection of absolute rules by
situation ethics makes moral decision-making
entirely individualistic and subjective

Provide evaluation of:

e  Whether the religious sanctity of life has any
meaning in twenty-first century medical ethics

e Whether a person should have complete autonomy
over their own life

e Whether there is a moral difference between
medical intervention to end a patient’s life and
medical non-intervention to end a patient’s life

Provide evaluation of:

e Whether Augustine’s views are wrong on the Fall,
Original Sin and its implications that humans can
never be morally good

e Whether Augustine’s view of human nature is
pessimistic or optimistic

e Whether there is a distinctive human nature

Provide evaluation of:
e Comparison of the three views
o whether Jesus’ relationship with God was truly
unique
e whether Jesus thought he was divine

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)
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In addition to the points above:

Problem of Evil (Philosophy)
e Different presentation of the argument
e Augustine’s theodicy
e Hick’s theodicy

Religious Experience (Philosophy)
e  Mystical experience
e Conversion experience
e Different ways in which individual religious
experience can be understood

Utilitarianism (Ethics)
e  Utility in teleological ethics.
e The hedonic calculus and its use as a measure of
individual pleasure.
e Act utilitarianism.
e  Rule utilitarianism

Kantian Ethics (Ethics)

e Duty in deontological approaches.

e The hypothetical imperative.

e The categorical imperative and the three
formulations (universal law, ends not means,
kingdom of ends).

e The three postulates (freedom, immortality and
God).

Business Ethics (Ethics)
e  Corporate social responsibility.
e  Whistle blowing.
e Good ethics is good business.
e Globalisation.
e Application of Kantian Ethics and utilitarianism to
business ethics.

Knowledge of God (Christian Thought)
e Natural knowledge of God’s existence
e Revealed knowledge of God’s existence

Christian Moral Principles (Christian Thought)
e The Bible as the only authority.
e Bible, Church and reason as sources of ethical
practices.
e Love (agape) as the only Christian principle.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

In addition to the points above:
Provide evaluation of:
e Which of the logical or evidential aspects of the
problem of evil pose the greater challenge to belief
e  Whether or not it is possible to successfully defend
monotheism in the face of evil

Provide evaluation of:
e Whether personal testimony is enough to support
the validity of religious experience
e Whether corporate religious experiences might be
considered more reliable that individual experiences
e Whether religious experience provides a basis for
belief in God or a greater power

Provide evaluation of:
e whether an ethical judgement can be based on
utility
e whether it is possible to measure pleasure

Provide evaluation of:
e whether an ethical judgement can be based on duty
e whether Kantian ethics is too abstract to be practical
e whether Kantian ethics rejects the importance
factors other than reason

Provide evaluation of:

e whether corporate social responsibility is nothing
more than ‘hypocritical window-dressing’ covering
greed

e whether human beings can flourish in the context of
capitalism

e whether globalisation the pursuit of good ethics

Provide evaluation of:
e Whether faith or reason are sufficient in themselves
for belief in God’s existence
e  Comparison of natural and revealed knowledge
Whether the Fall completely removed natural
knowledge of God

Provide evaluation of:
e whether Christian ethics are personal or communal
e whether the principle of love is sufficient to live a
good life
e whether the Bible is a comprehensive moral guide

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:
Arguments based on reason (Philosophy)

In addition to the points above:
Provide evaluation of:
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e Anselm and Descartes’ versions of the ontological
argument

e Gaunilo, Aquinas and Kant’s responses to the
ontological argument

Soul, mind and body (Philosophy)
e Substance dualism
e  Materialism
e Plato and Aristotle’s language of soul, mind and
body

Death and the Afterlife (Christian Thought)
e  Christian teaching on:

e Heaven

e Hell

e  Purgatory
e Election

Christian Moral Action (Christian Thought)
The teachings and example of Dietrich Bonhoeffer on:
e Duty to God and duty to the state.
e  Church as community and source of spiritual
discipline.
e The cost of discipleship.

Whether a posteriori or a priori is the more
persuasive style of argument

Whether or not there are logical fallacies in these
arguments that cannot be overcome

Provide evaluation of:

Whether the concept of the “soul” is best
understood metaphorically or as a reality

The idea that any discussion about the mind-body
distinction is a category error

Comparison of the two approaches

Provide evaluation of:

Whether heaven and hell are eternal

Whether judgement takes place immediately after
death or at the end of time

Whether purgatory is a state through which
everyone goes

Provide evaluation of:

whether Christians should practise civil disobedience
whether it is possible always to know God’s will
whether Bonhoeffer puts too much emphasis on
suffering

whether Bonhoeffer’s theology has relevance today
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Curriculum Summary - Year 13

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Religious Language 1 (Philosophy)
e The apophatic way — the via negative
e Cataphatic way — the via positive
e  Symbol

Nature of God (Philosophy)
e Developments in the understanding of:
e Omnipotence
e Omniscience
e (omni)benevolence
e Eternity
e Free will

Meta Ethics (Ethics)
e Naturalism
e [ntuitionism
e  Emotivism

Sexual Ethics (Ethics)
e  Marital and Pre-Marital Sex
e Homosexuality
e Development in religious beliefs to sexual ethics and
how they have changed over time
e Application to normative ethics (Natural law,
Situation Ethics, Kant and Utilitarianism

Secularism (Christian Thought)
e The Rise of Secularism
e God as illusion and result of wish fulfilment (Freud,
Dawkins)
e  Christianity should play no role in public life

Pluralism and Theology (Christian Thought)
e  Exclusivism
e Inclusivism
e  Pluralism

Gender and Theology (Christian Thought)
e Reinterpretation of God by feminist theologians,
including:

Provide evaluation of:

e the usefulness of approaches to religious language

o whether the apophatic way enables effective
understanding of theological discussion

e whether Aquinas’ analogical approaches support
effective expression of language about God

e whether or not religious discourse is comprehensible
if religious language is understood as symbolic

Provide evaluation of:

e  Whether it is possible, or necessary, to resolve the
apparent conflicts between the attributes

e  Whether Boethius, Anselm, or Swinburne provides
the most useful understanding between divinity and
time

e Whether it is possible to resolve problems of divine
knowledge, benevolence, justice, eternity and
human free will

e Whether the attributes should be understood as
subject to the limits of logical possibility or of divine
self-limitation

Provide evaluation of:
e Normative ethical theories (naturalism)
e Naturalistic Fallacy critique on Kant and
Utilitarianism
e Subjective criticisms of normative ethical theories

Provide evaluation of:
e  Christian moral decision making
e Normative ethics theories
e Development of application skills from Euthanasia
and Business Ethics

Provide evaluation of:
e the relationship between Christianity and society,
including culture and values
e whether secularism and secularisation are
opportunities for Christianity to develop new ways
of thinking and acting

Provide evaluation of:
e if Christ is the “truth”, can there be any other means
of salvation
e whether a loving God would ultimately deny any
human being salvation

Provide evaluation of:
e Whether Christianity is essentially sexist, can be
changed or should be abandoned
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Ruether’s reformist discussion of the maleness of
Christ and its implications for salvation

Daly’s radical interpretation of patriarchal systems in
Christianity and discussion of spirituality
experienced through nature

Whether a male saviour can save women
Whether the Christian God can be presented in
female terms

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:
Religious Language 2 (Philosophy)

Logical Positivism and the verification principle
Wittgenstein’s views on language games

Views on religious language from the falsification
symposium

Conscience (Ethics)

Aquinas’ theological approach (ratio, synderesis,
conscientia, vincible and invincible ignorance)
Freud’s Psychological approach (psychosexual
development, id, ego and super-ego)

Liberation Theology and Marx (Christian Thought)

The relationship of liberation theology and Marx
Marx on alienation and exploitation

Liberation theology’s use of Marx to analyse social
sin (structural sin, capitalism)

Pluralism and Society (Christian Thought)

The development of contemporary multi-faith
societies

Inter-faith dialogue

Scriptural reasoning

Gender and Society (Christian Thought)

Changing Christian views on the roles of men and
women in the family and society

Christian responses to contemporary secular views
about the roles of men and women in the family and
society

In addition to the points above:
Provide evaluation of:

Whether a cognitive or non-cognitive approach
provides a better way of making sense of religious
language

How far Aquinas’ analogical view remains valuable in
philosophy of religion

Provide evaluation of:

The role of Aquinas in other topics as a theologian
‘from below’ e.g. arguments for God’s existence
Natural Moral Law — synderesis rule

Freud as a critique of religion secularism

Provide evaluation of:

Jesus as liberator

Secularism — Marx as a critic of religion

Christian Moral Decision Making — authority of the
church and tradition in theology

Provide evaluation of:

If inter-faith dialogue contributes practically towards
social cohesion

Whether Christians should seek to convert those of
other faiths or of no faith

Whether scriptural reasoning relativizes religious
belief

Provide evaluation of:

Whether official Christian teaching should resist
current secular views of gender

Whether motherhood is liberating or restricting
Whether the idea of family is entirely culturally

determined

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:
Revision and Review

Examination question interpretation
Planning

Connection making

Detailed analysis

In addition to the points above:
Revision and Review

Examination question interpretation
Planning

Connection making

Detailed analysis
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