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    HISTORY 
DGGS Curriculum Summary - Year 12 
 

Please use this website to help you complete this document: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum#programmes-of-study-by-subject  

 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 

 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students 

to be able to do?) 

Autocracy, Reform and Revolution: Russia 1855-1917 

• Part One: Trying to preserve autocracy (1855-1894) 

• Political authority and the state of Russia: autocracy; the political, social 

and economic condition of Russia in 1855 and the impact of the Crimean 

War 

• Political authority and attempts at reform: Alexander II; emancipation of 

the serfs and attempts at domestic and military reform 

• Government and Tsars: Alexander II and Alexander III as rulers; attitudes 

to and imposition of autocracy; key developments 

• Political authority in action: Russification; treatment of ethnic minorities 

and Jews 

• Opposition: ideas and ideologies; individuals; liberals and radical groups 

and the Tsarist reaction 

• Economic and social developments: industrial developments and the 

land issue; social divisions; nobles, landowners and position of the 

peasantry; the cultural influence of the Church 

 

Britain between 1906-1914 

• Liberal Governments: their strengths and weaknesses 

• The health of the economy, relatively and absolutely 

• Social issues: the extent of poverty, the rationale behind social and 

welfare reforms and the effectiveness of said reforms instigated by the 

Liberal governments 

• Threats to the constitution: the female suffrage campaign, industrial 

unrest, the Ulster crisis and the constitutional crisis of 1909-11 

 

• Causation: importance of causes, linking and 

chronology of causes 

• Interpretations and understanding contrast 

• Cause and Consequence: identifying and explaining 

links between events 

• Evaluating interpretations and creating substantiated 

arguments 

• Categorising of causes and creating judgements 

• Change and Continuity: identifying and evaluating the 

depth of change  

• Significant: creating criteria that can be applied and 

then using them to create a supported judgement  

• Evaluate the historical significance of different 

events/issues 

• Creating thematic overviews: identifying, evaluating 

and prioritising key themes and trends 

• Analyse contemporary source material for meaning. 

• Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source 

material by cross-referencing its accuracy with wider 

contextual knowledge.  

• Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source 

material by referring to the provenance of a source 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students 

to be able to do?) 

Autocracy, Reform and Revolution: Russia 1855-1917 

• Part Two: The collapse of autocracy (1894-197) 

• Political authority, government and Tsar; Nicholas II as ruler: political 

developments to 1914; 1905 Revolution; Duma government  

• Economic developments to 1914: industrial and agricultural growth and 

change  

• Social developments to 1914: change and conditions of working and 

living in towns and countryside; social divisions; cultural changes  

• Opposition: ideas and ideologies, liberalism, socialism; Marxism; 

individuals and radical groups  

• Political authority, opposition and the state of Russia in wartime: the 

political, economic and social problems of wartime; opposition and the 

collapse of autocracy; the political developments of 1917 

• Causation: importance of causes, linking and 

chronology of causes 

• Interpretations and understanding contrast 

• Cause and Consequence: identifying and explaining 

links between events 

• Evaluating interpretations and creating substantiated 

arguments 

• Categorising of causes and creating judgements 

• Change and Continuity: identifying and evaluating the 

depth of change  

• Significant: creating criteria that can be applied and 

then using them to create a supported judgement 

• Evaluate the historical significance of different events  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum#programmes-of-study-by-subject
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• Political authority, opposition and government: the Bolshevik takeover 

and the establishment of Bolshevik government by December 1917; 

opposition 

 

Britain 1914-1922 

• What was the political impact of the First World War?  

• How effectively did the British economy respond to the challenges 

presented by the First World War? 

• To what extent was British society transformed by the First World War? 

• Ireland: The Easter Rising of 1916 and its consequences.  

• Ireland: What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Anglo-Irish 

Treaty? 

• Creating thematic overviews: identifying, evaluating 

and prioritising key themes and trends 

• Analyse contemporary source material for meaning. 

• Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source 

material by cross-referencing its accuracy with wider 

contextual knowledge.  

• Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source 

material by referring to the provenance of a source 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students 

to be able to do?) 

The Soviet Union: 1917-1964 

• Part Three: The emergence of Communist dictatorship (1917-1941) 

• Political authority and government: new leaders and ideologies; Lenin's 

Russia, ideology and change; Stalin's rise, ideology and change 

• Political authority and government: the consolidation of Bolshevik 

authority and development of the Stalinist dictatorship 

• Economic developments: Lenin's decrees; the Stalinist economy; 

collectivisation and the Five-Year Plans 

• Social developments: effect of Leninist/Stalinist rule on class, women, 

young people, religion and national minorities; propaganda and cultural 

change 

• Opposition: faction; the Red Terror and the purges 

• The political, economic and social condition of the Soviet Union by 1941 

 

Britain 1922-29 

• Change and continuity in the strength of the ‘big three’ political parties 

• What were the causes and consequences of the 1926 General Strike? 

• To what extent was the United Kingdom united in its social experience of 

the 1920s? 

• What were the key social and cultural developments of the 1920s? 

• To what extent did the ‘flapper vote’ influence the 1929 election 

outcome? 

 

Non-Examined Assessment preparation and research 

 

• Causation: importance of causes, linking and 

chronology of causes 

• Interpretations and understanding contrast 

• Cause and Consequence: identifying and explaining 

links between events 

• Evaluating interpretations and creating substantiated 

arguments 

• Categorising of causes and creating judgements 

• Change and Continuity: identifying and evaluating the 

depth of change  

• Significant: creating criteria that can be applied and 

then using them to create a supported judgement 

• Evaluate the historical significance of different events  

• Creating thematic overviews: identifying, evaluating 

and prioritising key themes and trends 

• Analyse contemporary source material for meaning. 

• Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source 

material by cross-referencing its accuracy with wider 

contextual knowledge.  

• Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source 

material by referring to the provenance of a source 
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   HISTORY 
DGGS Curriculum Summary - Year 13 
Please use this website to help you complete this document: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum#programmes-of-study-by-subject  

 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 

 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to 

be able to do?) 

Non-Examined Assessment preparation and research 

 

Non-Examined Assessment write up 

● Introduction  

● AO3: Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, 

different ways in which aspects of the past have been interpreted. 

● AO1: Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and 

understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to 

the periods studied, making substantiated judgements and exploring 

concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, continuity, 

similarity and significance. 

● AO2: Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary 

and/or contemporary to the period, within the historical context. 

● Conclusion 

 

Britain 1929-1939 

● The Second Labour government 

● The formation of the National government 

● Policies of the National government 

● The Wall Street Crash 

● Social impact of the 1930s on Britain 

● The Hunger Marches 

● Cultural Responses to social deprivation 

● Challenges to political stability 

● Factors limiting political extremism 

● Overview of pre-war Britain 

 

● Causation: importance of causes, linking and chronology 

of causes 

● Interpretations and understanding contrast 

● Cause and Consequence: identifying and explaining links 

between events 

● Evaluating interpretations and creating substantiated 

arguments 

● Categorising of causes and creating judgements 

● Change and Continuity: identifying and evaluating the 

depth of change  

● Significant: creating criteria that can be applied and then 

using them to create a supported judgement  

● Evaluate the historical significance of different 

events/issues 

● Creating thematic overviews: identifying, evaluating and 

prioritising key themes and trends 

● Analyse contemporary source material for meaning. 

● Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source material 

by cross-referencing its accuracy with wider contextual 

knowledge.  

● Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source material 

by referring to the provenance of a source 

 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to 

be able to do?) 

The Soviet Union: 1917-1964 

Part Four: The Stalinist dictatorship and reaction (1941-1964) 

● Political authority, opposition and the state of the Soviet Union in 

wartime: the political, economic and social impact of war; effect on 

Stalin, government and 'the people' 

● Political authority and government to 1953: High Stalinism; the 

revival of terror; destruction of 'supposed' opposition and cult of 

personality; the power vacuum on Stalin's death 

● Political authority and government: Khrushchev’s rise to power; 

policies and ideology; de-Stalinisation; political and party change 

● Economic and social developments: changes in industrial 

organisation from Stalin to Khrushchev; agriculture and the Virgin 

Lands scheme; social and cultural change from Stalin to Khrushchev 

● Causation: importance of causes, linking and chronology 

of causes 

● Interpretations and understanding contrast 

● Cause and Consequence: identifying and explaining links 

between events 

● Evaluating interpretations and creating substantiated 

arguments 

● Categorising of causes and creating judgements 

● Change and Continuity: identifying and evaluating the 

depth of change  

● Significant: creating criteria that can be applied and then 

using them to create a supported judgement 

● Evaluate the historical significance of different events  

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum#programmes-of-study-by-subject
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● Opposition: cultural dissidents; communist divisions; hardliners and 

reformers; opponents of Khrushchev and his fall from power 

● The political, economic and social condition of the Soviet Union by 

1964 

 

Britain 1939-50 

● The Wartime coalition 

● Economic Impact of World War Two 

● Social Impact of World War Two 

● Political impact of World War Two 

● Why did Churchill lose the election? 

● Post War economic adjustment 

● How radical was Labours Nationalisation programme? 

● The NHS and other reforms 

● Evaluation of Attlee 

 

● Creating thematic overviews: identifying, evaluating and 

prioritising key themes and trends 

● Analyse contemporary source material for meaning. 

● Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source material 

by cross-referencing its accuracy with wider contextual 

knowledge.  

● Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source material 

by referring to the provenance of a source 

Term 5 and 6 

● Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to 

be able to do?) 

Britain by 1957 

● Churchill’s Second Government 

● Eden and the Suez Crisis 

● SuperMac:  Case study 

● ‘Never had it so good’ Macmillan 

● Social and Cultural developments 

● Commonwealth Migrants 

● Nuclear Arms Race 

● What position is Britain in by 1957? 

 

● Consolidation and Revision  

 

● Creating thematic overviews: identifying, evaluating and 

prioritising key themes and trends 

● Evaluating interpretations and creating substantiated 

arguments 

● Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source material 

by cross-referencing its accuracy with wider contextual 

knowledge.  

● Evaluate the usefulness of contemporary source material 

by referring to the provenance of a source 

● Exam Technique: Interpretations, Sources and essay 

 

 
 
 


