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Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been 
thought and said, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement.  Our 
Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more than 20 subjects 
leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an ambitious and dynamic 
curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge which goes beyond the A 
Level specification at Key Stage 5.   
 
Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students: 

● Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals. 
● Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others. 
● Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse 

learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum. 
● Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities. 
● Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance. 
● Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the 

wider world. 

 

End of Key Stage Expectations: 
Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at 
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth 
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident 
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives. 
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POLITICS 
 

A Level Specification 
The exam board that the students’ study is EDEXCEL. Please click here for the Politics A Level 
specification.   

Subject Curriculum Intent  
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for POLITICS at DGGS 
is designed to ensure students: 

● Ensure students are politically informed and able to engage with politics competently once 
they become members of the electorate 

● Are able to think critically about ideologies and manifesto promises 
● Have the skills to understand Global as well as domestic politics 
● Are able to debate competently yet respectfully.  
● Visit sites which are politically significant to the UK. 
● Have a better grasp of the History surrounding the formation of political parties and their 

ideologies. 
● Understand the differing cultures throughout the UK 
● Have talks and workshops run by Members of Parliament and other prominent figures 

within the field, both practical and academic 
● Engage in Politics clubs and workshops 
● Have the opportunity to network within the Politics industry and gain a better 

understanding of where a study of the course can lead to as a career 
 

Curriculum Summary – Year 12 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Current systems of representative democracy and direct 
democracy including; 

• The features of direct democracy and representative 
democracy. The similarities and differences between 
direct democracy and representative democracy. 
Advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy 
and representative democracy and consideration of 
the case for reform.  

A wider franchise and debates over suffrage including; 

• Key milestones in the widening of the franchise in 
relation to class, gender, ethnicity and age, including 
the 1832 Great Reform Act and the 1918, 1928 and 
1969 Representation of the People Acts. The work of 
the suffragists/suffragettes to extend the franchise. 
The work of a current movement to extend the 
franchise.  

Pressure groups and other influences including; 

• How different pressure groups exert influence and 
how their methods and influence vary in 
contemporary politics. Case studies of two different 
pressure groups, highlighting examples of how their 
methods and influence vary. Other collective 

• Develop knowledge and an informed understanding 
of contemporary political structures and issues in 
their historical context, both within the United 
Kingdom (UK) and globally  

• Develop a critical awareness of the changing nature 
of politics and the relationships between political 
ideas, institutions and processes  

• Develop knowledge and an informed understanding 
of the influences and interests which have an impact 
on decisions in government and politics  

• Develop knowledge and an informed understanding 
of the rights and responsibilities of individuals and 
groups  

• Develop the ability to critically analyse, interpret and 
evaluate political information to form arguments 
and make judgements  

• Develop an interest in, and engagement with, 
contemporary politics. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Politics/2017/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/A-level-Politics-Specification.pdf
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organisations and groups including think tanks, 
lobbyists and corporations, and their influence on 
government and Parliament. 

Rights in context including;  

• The significance of Magna Carta and more recent 
developments, including the Human Rights Act 1998 
and Equality Act 2010. Debates on the extent, limits 
and tensions within the UK’s rights-based culture, 
including consideration of how individual and 
collective right may conflict, the contributions from 
civil liberties pressure groups – including the work of 
two contemporary civil liberties pressure groups. 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Political parties including; 

• The functions and features of political parties in the 
UK’s representative democracy. How parties are 
currently funded and debates on the consequences 
of the current funding system.  

Established political parties including; 

• The origins and historical development of the 
Conservative Party, the Labour Party and Liberal 
Democrat Party, and how this has shaped their ideas 
and current policies on the economy, law and order, 
welfare and foreign affairs.  

Emerging and minor UK political parties including; 

• The importance of other parties in the UK. The ideas 
and policies of two other minor parties.  

UK political parties in context including; 

• The development of a multi-party system and its 
implications for government. Various factors that 
affect party success – explanations of why political 
parties have succeeded or failed, including debates 
on the influence of the media 

Different electoral systems including; 

• First-past-the-post (FPTP), Additional Member 
System (AMS), Single Transferable Vote (STV), and 
Supplementary Vote (SV). The advantages and 
disadvantages of these different systems. 
Comparison of first-past-the-post (FPTP) to a 
different electoral system in a devolved 
parliament/assembly. Referendums and how they 
are used. How referendums have been used in the 
UK and their impact on UK political life since 1997. 
The case for and against referendums in a 
representative democracy. Electoral system analysis. 
Debates on why different electoral systems are used 
in the UK. The impact of the electoral system on the 
government or type of government appointed. • The 
impact of different systems on party representation 
and of electoral systems on voter choice. 

 

• Students must comprehend and interpret political 
information in relation to areas of UK politics and 
core political ideas. 

• Students must fully understand, and critically 
analyse and evaluate areas of UK politics and core 
political ideas.  

• Students must identify parallels, connections, 
similarities and differences between content 
studied, providing a basis for comparing the UK with 
the USA and appreciating the UK’s position in global 
politics.  

• Students must construct and communicate 
arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity 
and coherence, and draw reasoned conclusions 
about UK politics and core political ideas. 

• Students must develop knowledge and 
understanding of key political concepts. The content 
supports these skills by presenting the main content 
for learning in the right-hand side of the content 
tables. 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

• Case studies of three elections (one from the period 
1945– 92, the 1997 election, and one since 1997), 

• Students must comprehend and interpret political 
information in relation to areas of UK government 
and one non-core political idea.  
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the results and their impact on parties and 
government.  

The factors that explain the outcomes of these elections, 
including:  

• The reasons for and impact of party policies and 
manifestos, techniques used in their election 
campaigns, and the wider political context of the 
elections of class-based voting and other factors 
influencing voting patterns, such as partisanship and 
voting attachment of gender, age, ethnicity and 
region as factors in influencing voting behaviour, 
turnout and trends.  

• Analysis of the national voting-behaviour patterns 
for these elections, revealed by national data 
sources and how and why they vary 

• Students must fully understand, and critically 
analyse and evaluate areas of UK government and 
one non-core political idea. 

• Students must identify parallels, connections, 
similarities and differences between content 
studied, providing a basis for comparing the UK with 
the USA and appreciating the UK’s position in global 
politics.  

• Students must construct and communicate 
arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity 
and coherence and draw reasoned conclusions 
about UK government and one non-core political 
idea.  
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Curriculum Summary – Year 13 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

The nature of the US Constitution including; 

• Vagueness of the document, codification and 
entrenchment. The constitutional framework 
(powers) of the US branches of government. The 
amendment process, including advantages and 
disadvantages of the formal process.  

• The key features of the US Constitution (as listed 
below) and an evaluation of their effectiveness 
today. Federalism. Separation of powers and checks 
and balances. Bipartisanship. Limited government.  

The main characteristics of US federalism, including;.  

• The nature of the federal system of government and 
its relationship with the states.  

• Interpretations and debates around the US 
Constitution and federalism. The extent of 
democracy within the US Constitution, its strengths 
and weaknesses 

The structure of Congress including; 

• Bicameral nature, the membership of Congress and 
the election cycle.  

• The distribution of powers within Congress, powers 
given to Congress in the Constitution, the exclusive 
powers of each House and the concurrent powers of 
Congress. The functions of Congress.  

Representation. including; 

• Congressional elections and the significance of 
incumbency, Factors that affect voting behaviour 
within Congress: parties and caucuses, 
constituency, pressure groups and lobbyists.  

Legislature, including;. 

• The legislative process, including the strengths and 
weaknesses of this process. The differences 
between the legislative process in each chamber. 
The policy significance of Congress – impact and 
effectiveness of laws passed. 

• Oversight. Factors that influence the relationship 
between Congress and the presidency. The checks 
on the other branches of government and the extent 
of its institutional effectiveness.  

• Develop knowledge and an informed understanding 
of contemporary political structures and issues in 
their historical context, both within the United 
Kingdom (UK) and globally  

• Develop a critical awareness of the changing nature 
of politics and the relationships between political 
ideas, institutions and processes  

• Develop knowledge and an informed understanding 
of the influences and interests which have an impact 
on decisions in government and politics  

• Develop knowledge and an informed understanding 
of the rights and responsibilities of individuals and 
groups  

• Develop the ability to critically analyse, interpret and 
evaluate political information to form arguments 
and make judgements  

• Develop an interest in, and engagement with, 
contemporary politics. 

• Students must comprehend and interpret political 
information in relation to areas of US politics.  

• Students must fully understand and critically analyse 
and evaluate areas of US politics.  

 
 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

• Formal sources of presidential power as outlined in 
the US Constitution and their use including; 

• The role as the Head of State and as the Head of 
Government. The significance of these powers with 
reference to presidents since 1992.  

• Informal sources of presidential power and their 
use. The electoral mandate, executive orders, 
national events and the cabinet.  Powers of 
persuasion including the nature/characteristics of 
each president. Executive Office of the President 
(EXOP), including the role of the National Security 
Council (NSC), Office of Management and Budget 

• Students must comprehend and interpret political 
information in relation to areas of UK politics and 
core political ideas. 

• Students must fully understand, and critically 
analyse and evaluate areas of UK politics and core 
political ideas.  

• Students must identify parallels, connections, 
similarities and differences between content 
studied, providing a basis for comparing the UK with 
the USA and appreciating the UK’s position in global 
politics.  
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(OMB) and the White House Office (WHO). The 
significance of these powers with reference to 
presidents since 1992.  

Relationships between the presidency and the following 
institutions and why this varies:  

• Congress and the Supreme Court. Limitations on 
presidential power and why this varies between 
presidents: changing nature of power over their 
term in office. Congress, the Supreme Court and the 
Constitution. The election cycle and divided 
government. The significance of these limitations 
with reference to presidents since 1992. 

Interpretations and debates of the US presidency, including;  

• How effectively they have achieved their aims. The 
imperial presidency. The extent of presidential 
accountability to Congress. The role and power of 
the president in foreign policy. 

The nature and role of the Supreme Court including; 

• The appointment process for the Supreme Court. 
Strengths and weaknesses of the process. Factors 
influencing the president’s choice of nominee. The 
current composition and ideological balance of the 
Court. The Supreme Court and public policy. The 
impact of the Supreme Court on public policy in the 
US, with a range of examples, including examples 
post-2005. Political significance debate: the role of 
judicial activism and judicial restraint and criticisms 
of each.  

The protection of civil liberties and rights in the US today, 
including;.  

• Rights protected by the Constitution, by the Bill of 
Rights, by subsequent constitutional amendments 
and by rulings of the Supreme Court. Race and rights 
in contemporary US politics. The methods, influence 
and effectiveness of racial rights campaigns and the 
impact on current domestic policy: o voting rights, 
affirmative action and representation. 

• Students must construct and communicate 
arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity 
and coherence, and draw reasoned conclusions 
about UK politics and core political ideas. 

• Students must develop knowledge and 
understanding of key political concepts. The content 
supports these skills by presenting the main content 
for learning in the right-hand side of the content 
tables. 

• Students must identify parallels, connections, 
similarities and differences between content 
studied, providing a basis for comparing the UK with 
the US.  

• Students must construct and communicate 
arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity 
and coherence and draw reasoned conclusions 
about US politics. 

 
 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Electoral systems in the USA including; 

• Presidential elections and their significance. The 
main processes to elect a US president, including the 
constitutional requirements, the invisible primary, 
primaries and caucuses, the role of National Party 
Conventions and the electoral college, and the 
resulting party system. The importance of 
incumbency on a president seeking a second term.  

• Campaign finance. The role of campaign finance and 
the current legislation on campaign finance, 
including McCain-Feingold reforms 2002 and 
Citizens United vs FEC 2010.  

The key ideas and principles of the Democratic and 
Republican parties, including; 

• The distribution of power and changing significance 
of the parties. Coalition of supporters for each party. 
Voters: how the following factors are likely to 
influence voting patterns and why, in relation to one 
recent presidential election campaign (since 2000) – 
race, religion, gender and education.  

• All procedural skills from Year 12 will be required 
within this term. In addition, there are new 
procedural skills which will be developed. These 
include: 

• Students must develop knowledge and 
understanding of key political concepts. The content 
supports these skills by presenting the main content 
for learning in the right-hand side of the content 
tables.  

• Students must use appropriate vocabulary. The 
content supports this skill by listing key terminology 
in each content area. The lists are to support 
teaching of the main content and help students to 
use appropriate vocabulary in assessment. Students 
should, therefore, familiarise themselves with the 
definitions of key terminology 
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• Interest groups in the USA including – their 
significance, resources, tactics and debates about 
their impact on democracy. The influence, methods 
and power of at least one single interest group, 
professional group or policy group. 

 

 


