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Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been 
thought and said, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement.  Our 
Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more than 20 subjects 
leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an ambitious and dynamic 
curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge which goes beyond the A 
Level specification at Key Stage 5.   
 
Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students: 

● Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals. 
● Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others. 
● Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse 

learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum. 
● Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities. 
● Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance. 
● Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the 

wider world. 

 

End of Key Stage Expectations: 
Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at 
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth 
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident 
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives. 
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GERMAN 
 

A Level Specification 
The exam board that the students’ study is AQA. Please click here for the German A Level 
specification.   

Subject Curriculum Intent  
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for GERMAN at 
DGGS teaches: 

● About how society in the country of the language of study has been shaped, socially and 
culturally, and how it continues to change; 

● Aspects of the social context, together with aspects of the artistic life of the country of the 
language being studied;  

● Other aspects of the social background, focusing on issues such as life for those on the 
margins of society as well as looking at the positive influences that diversity brings. 
Students also study aspects of the political landscape in the country, looking at 
immigration from the political perspective and at the way in which political power is 
expressed through action such as strikes and demonstrations. Teenagers and the extent to 
which they are politically engaged towards the future of political life in the society of the 
language being studied; 

● An appreciation of works (literary texts and films) which offer opportunities to link with the 
themes studied. 

 

Curriculum Summary – Year 12 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Digitale Welt: 
• Discuss how you use the internet 

• Talk about the benefits and dangers of social 
networks. 

• Discuss digital society and its future benefits 
 

Jugendkultur: 

• Discuss fashion and the importance of image 

• Talk about different types of music 

• Talk about different types of television programme 
 

Familie im Wandel: 

• Discuss relationships and possible problems within a 
family 

• Understand the changing roles and expectations for 
partnership in recent history 

• Discuss a variety of possible forms of family life 
 
Feste und Traditionen: 

• Describe and explain the roots and origins of 
festivals in Germany 

• Using correct word order: Inversion, Time, Manner, 
Place. 

• Understanding compound words. 

• Using prepositions with cases. 

• Interpret and explain figures and statistics. 

• Use the future tense and the present tense with a 
future expression of time to talk about future 
developments and make predictions. 

• Use poems. 

• Respond to a poem. 

• Use cases with verbs. 

• Express their opinion. 

• Use the imperative to give advice. 

• Use connectives to make their speaking and writing 
more interesting, join ideas and create longer 
sentences. 

• Using the present tense, including modal verbs,  

• Reading a literary text 

• Using the perfect tense 

• Discussing advantages and disadvantages of 
different ways of living. 

• Understanding correct word formation 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/german/a-level/german-7662/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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• Discuss the social and economic importance of 
festivals and traditions 

• Explore the diversity of festivals and traditions in 
German-speaking countries 

• Discussing issues relating to the family 

• Use the passive with werden to describe what takes 
place at a festival. 

• Use the imperfect tense. 

• Translate into German. 

• Use separable and inseparable verbs. 

• Answer questions in German. 

• Use reflexive verbs. 

• Summarise a reading passage. 

• Use reflexive verbs. 

• Summarise a reading passage. 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

In addition to the points above: 
 
Berliner Kulturleben damals und heute: 

• Discuss the influence of political events on Berlin 
and debate a historic tour through the city. 

• Discuss the role of culture in Berlin today and plan a 
cultural weekend. 

• Discuss aspects and challenges of life in a 
multicultural city. 
 

Kunst und Architektur: 

• Discuss the influence and role of art and 
architecture today. 

• Discuss how contemporary architecture and art 
shape our everyday life. 

• Discuss developments in art and architecture from 
past to present and into the future. 

 
Familie im Wandel: 

• Discuss relationships and possible problems within a 
family. 

• Understand the changing roles and expectations for 
partnership in recent history. 

• Discuss a variety of possible forms of family life. 

In addition to the points above: 
 
 

• Use adjectival endings. 

• Speak persuasively. 

• Use infinitive constructions with and without zu. 

• Listen for detail. 

• Use the imperfect subjunctive in conditional clauses. 

• Translate from German into English. 

• Use correct word order in subordinate clauses. 

• Give a presentation or talk. 

• Use comparatives and superlatives. 

• Express reactions and emotions. 

• Use the pluperfect tense. 

• Improve your answers. 
 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

In addition to the points above: 
 
Film: Die fetten Jahren sind vorbei: 

• Discuss theme, character, techniques and 
sociocultural context in cinema, and learn key 
vocabulary for analysing films. 
 

Play: Andorra: 

• Discuss theme, character, techniques and literary 
techniques, and learn key vocabulary for analysing 
texts. 

 
 

In addition to the points above: 
 

• Students must appreciate, analyse and be able to 
respond critically in writing in German to the work 
they have studied. Their understanding of the work 
must include a critical appreciation of the concepts 
and issues covered and a critical and analytical 
response to features such as the form and the 
technique of presentation as appropriate to the 
work studied (e.g. the effect of narrative voice in a 
prose text or camera-work in a film). 
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Curriculum Summary – Year 13 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Deutschland und die europäische Union: 
• Discuss how the EU has evolved and Germany’s role 

within it. 

• Discuss the advantages and disadvantages for 
Germany. 

• Understand the impact of the EU expansion on 
Germany. 

• Die Politik und die Jugend: 

• Discuss the ways and extent to which young people 
engage in politics. 

• Discuss priorities for youth politics in Germany. 

• Discuss the priorities of young people and the role of 
pressure groups. 

• Einwanderung 

• Explain the main reasons why people migrate. 

• Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
immigration for immigrants and the country 
destination. 

• Examine issues affecting a country’s immigration 
policy. 

• Use the perfect, imperfect and pluperfect tenses. 

• Vary vocabulary by using synonyms. 

• Use da(r) + prepositions. 

• Express doubt and uncertainty. 

• Use the future perfect tense. 

• Expand a discussion. 

• Use the passive. 

• Express criticism tactfully. 

• Use modal particles. 

• Express approval and disapproval. 

• Use correct word order, including variations for 
emphasis. 

• Use language to promote a cause. 

• Use weak masculine nouns. 

• Apply dictionary skills: verbs. 

• Use complex adjectival phrases. 

• Talk about data and trends. 

• Use adjective endings. 

• Use gist comprehension for complex passages. 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 

In addition to the points above: 
 
Die Wiedervereinigung und ihre Folgen: 

• Discuss the events and developments which led to 
German reunification. 

• Discuss and contrast the desired and actual 
outcomes of reunification. 

• Discuss and compare the culture and identity of the 
new and old federal states. 
 

Rassismus: 

• Discuss the impact of racism on its victims and the 
support 

• Discuss the origins of racism. 

• Discuss how people resist racism and show moral 
courage to fight against it. 
 

Integration: 

• Discuss how the German government promotes the 
integration of migrants and refugees. 

• Discuss elements which prevent integration. 

• Discuss and compare the positive and negative 
experiences of migrants and refugees in Germany. 

In addition to the points above: 
 
Die Wiedervereinigung und ihre Folgen: 

• Discuss the events and developments which led to 
German reunification. 

• Discuss and contrast the desired and actual 
outcomes of reunification. 

• Discuss and compare the culture and identity of the 
new and old federal states. 
 

Rassismus: 

• Discuss the impact of racism on its victims and the 
support 

• Discuss the origins of racism. 

• Discuss how people resist racism and show moral 
courage to fight against it. 
 

Integration: 

• Discuss how the German government promotes the 
integration of migrants and refugees. 

• Discuss elements which prevent integration. 

• Discuss and compare the positive and negative 
experiences of migrants and refugees in Germany. 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 

In addition to the points above: 
 

• Revision. 

• Completion of the Independent Research Project. 

• Practice of discussion of a sub-theme on stimulus 
cards. 
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