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DGGS Curriculum Intent:

Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been
thought and said over time, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and
achievement. Our Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more
than 20 subjects leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an
ambitious and dynamic curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge
which goes beyond the A Level specification at Key Stage 5.

Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students:

e Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals.

e Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others.

e Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse
learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum.

e Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities.

e Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance.

® Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the
wider world.

End of Key Stage Expectations:

Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high-quality employment. By the end of Sixth
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives.
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FRENCH

A Level Specification
The exam board that the student’s study is AQA. Please click here for the French A Level
specification.

Subject Curriculum Intent
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for FRENCH at DGGS
aims to teach:

About how society in the country of the language of study has been shaped, socially and
culturally, and how it continues to change;

Aspects of the social context, together with aspects of the artistic life of the country of the
language being studied;

Other aspects of the social background, focusing on issues such as life for those on the
margins of society as well as looking at the positive influences that diversity brings.
Students also study aspects of the political landscape in the country, looking at
immigration from the political perspective and at the way in which political power is
expressed through action such as strikes and demonstrations. Teenagers and the extent to
which they are politically engaged looks towards the future of political life in the society of
the language being studied;

An appreciation of works (literary texts and films) which offer opportunities to link with the
themes studied.

Curriculum Summary - Year 12

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be

able to do?)
e Finding out about a Francophone country. e To be able to select a country as a focus for the oral
exam.

Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends:

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be

e To present information about a French-speaking
country to the rest of the group.

Vocabulary related to the topic of “the changing e Todiscuss, analyse and answer key questions related
nature of family.” to family and cybersociety.

Vocabulary related to the topic of the 'cyber-society' e To be able to answer a range of exam-style
Grammar: Revisiting the present tense, the future questions on these two topics.

tense and the near future tense + interrogative
forms. Revisit use of definite and indefinite article,
forming reflexive verbs, positioning and agreement
of adjectives and forming the perfect tense.

e Make notes on the key themes and characters in the
Introduction to study of a film: Au revoir les enfants. film in preparation for writing an essay.

able to do?)
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Artistic culture in the French-speaking world:

Vocabulary related to the topic of "Contemporary
francophone music.”

Cinema: the 7th art form

Grammar: Forming imperatives, past historic,
imperfect tense, present and past participles.
Present subjunctive, conditional mood, adverbs.

Study of the film: Au revoir les enfants contd.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

To discuss, analyse and answer key questions related
to contemporary Francophone music and the
cinema.

To be able to answer a range of exam-style
guestions on these two topics.

To make notes on the key themes and characters in
the film in preparation for writing an A Level essay of
approximately 300 words about the film with
guidance.

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Social issues and trends:

¢ VVocabulary related to the topic of “the place of
voluntary work.”

Artistic culture:

Vocabulary related to the topic of “a culture proud
of its heritage.”

Grammar: Revisit comparative and superlative
adjectives, imperfect and pluperfect tenses, direct
and indirect object pronouns. Perfect tense revisited
with irregular verbs, using negative forms, forming
the passive and using infinitive constructions.

Research project for oral exam: INITIAL PROPOSAL

Continue with study of the film

Begin study of set text

To discuss, analyse and answer key questions related
to the place of voluntary work and a culture proud of
its heritage.

To be able to answer a range of exam-style
guestions on these two topics

Students identify a subject or a key question of
interest to them and which relates to a francophone
country. They must select relevant information in
French from a range of sources including the
internet. The aim of the research project is to
develop research skills, analyse and summarise
findings to be able to present and discuss in the A
Level oral exam.

Plan and write an essay of approximately 300 words
with guidance under exam conditions.

To have an awareness of the key themes and
characters in the set text and understand its context.
To be able to plan an essay on this with guidance
and support.
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Curriculum Summary - Year 13

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

e Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues

e Vocabulary related to the topic of “positive features
of a diverse society.”

e Vocabulary related to the topic of “life for the
marginalised.”

Political and artistic culture:

e Vocabulary related to the topic of “aspects of
political life in the French-speaking world.”

e Vocabulary related to the topic of “teenagers, the
right to vote and political commitment.”

e Vocabulary related to the topic of “demonstrations,
strikes —who holds the power?”

e Vocabulary related to the topic of “politics and
immigration.”

e Grammar: Comparative and superlative adjectives,
demonstrative adjectives and pronouns, possessives
adjectives and pronouns. Expressing a future idea
using quand, using more than one tense in the same
sentence, interrogative adjectives and pronouns,
prepositions, past historic forms of irregular verbs.
Impersonal verbs and impersonal verbs and
dependent infinitives, direct and indirect speech.
Imperfect subjunctive.

e Continuation of set text and continued study of the
film.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e Todiscuss, analyse and answer key questions related
to positive features of a diverse society, life for the
marginalised, aspects of political life in the French-
speaking world, teenagers and the right to vote,
demonstrations and strikes and politics and
immigration.

e To be able to answer a range of exam-style
guestions on these topics.

e Confidently write exam-styles essays on both of
these.

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues:
e How criminals are treated.

e Grammar: Inversion of the subject and verb, present

subjunctive, perfect subjunctive.

e Continuation of independent research project.

e Continuation of study on set text and film.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e Todiscuss, analyse and answer key questions related
to how criminals are treated.

e To be able to answer a range of exam-style
questions on this topic.

e Confidently write exam-styles essays on both of
these.

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

e  Revision for paper 3 - the oral exam
e  Revision for paper 1 and paper 2

e Complete practice papers and questions for all 3
papers.
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