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DGGS Curriculum Intent:

Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been
thought and said over time, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and
achievement. Our Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more
than 20 subjects leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an
ambitious and dynamic curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge
which goes beyond the A Level specification at Key Stage 5.

Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students:

e Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals.

e Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others.

e Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse
learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum.

e Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities.

e Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance.

® Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the
wider world.

End of Key Stage Expectations:

Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives.
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A Level Specification
The exam board that the students study is AQA. Please click here for the English Literature A Level
specification.

Subject Curriculum Intent
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for ENGLISH

LITERATURE at DGGS is designed to ensure students:

ENGLISH LITERATURE

Articulate their ideas and analysis precisely through reasoned discussion and debate
Independently select, understand, analyse and evaluate texts in all forms, exploring the
themes presented and the methods used by the writer to do so

Create and explore appropriate and thoughtful lines of argument through methodical
analysis, and communicate these effectively through well-structured written work
Identify and consider appropriate connections between texts

Utilise the developed transferable skills of analysis and communication in their chosen

career paths

Curriculum Summary - Year 12

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

‘Othello’ W Shakespeare

‘Tess of the D’Urbervilles’ T Hardy

Unseen poetry (on the set theme of love) including
pre and post 1900 texts

Unseen prose (on the set theme of love) including
pre and post 1900 texts

Key themes and trends in the literature of love
through the ages

Conventions, techniques and devices for different
forms, used by different writers

Key points in the social/cultural/historical and
literary context of each text

Conventions of academic writing and comparative
essays

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be

able to do?)

Understand, analyse and debate key themes in the
literature of love

Understand, analyse and evaluate the conventions
of the different literary forms, including those of
Shakespearean tragedy and Victorian literature
Understand, analyse and evaluate literary methods
and devices used by Shakespeare and Hardy,
showing awareness of context and structure
Respond successfully to unseen poetry and prose,
analysing, comparing and evaluating ideas and
techniques

Write precise, technically accurate, well-structured
and analytical essays to time

In addition to the points above:

‘AQA’s poetry anthology: love poetry through the
ages, pre-1900’

‘The Go-Between’ L P Hartley

Key periods and movements in the history of
Literature

In addition to the points above:

Understand, analyse and compare different poetic
forms and techniques, showing awareness of literary
history

Understand and analyse, with contextual awareness,
prose techniques used by Hartley

Compare poetry and prose to explore and evaluate
how writers use different forms to present ideas and
issues over time
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https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/a-level/english-7712/specification/specification-at-a-glance

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:
e NEArequirements
e NEAtexts

In addition to the points above:

e  Explore and analyse ideas and stylistic features of
interest from independent wider reading

e Explore connections between texts from this wider
reading

e Research and evaluate the views of established
critics on the selected NEA texts

e Formulate NEA thesis

Curriculum Summary - Year 13

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

e ‘Feminine Gospels’ C A Duffy — selected poems
e ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ T Williams — selected

scenes

e ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ M Atwood — selected
chapters

e NEAtexts

e Unseen prose, covering post-1945 texts

e Keythemes and trends in post-1945 literature

e Conventions, techniques and devices for different
forms, used by different writers

e Key points in the social/cultural/historical and
literary context of each text

e Conventions of academic writing and comparative
essays

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e Understand, analyse and debate key themes in post-
1945 literature

e Understand, analyse and evaluate the conventions
of the different literary forms of drama, poetry and
prose

e Understand, analyse, compare and evaluate literary
methods and devices used by Duffy, Williams and
Atwood to create characters and present themes,
showing awareness of context and structure

e Respond successfully to unseen post-1945 prose,
analysing and evaluating ideas and techniques

e Analyse and compare texts read independently, in
response to a chosen focus; re-draft and edit NEA in
response to verbal feedback and a fixed word count

e Write precise, technically accurate, well-structured
and analytical essays to time, following rules of
grammar, punctuation and spelling and employing
appropriate terminology

e  Maintain revision of set texts for paper 1

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:
e ‘Feminine Gospels’ C A Duffy — remaining poems
e ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ T Williams — remaining
scenes
e ‘The Handmaid’s Tale’ M Atwood — remaining
chapters

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

In addition to the points above:
e Asstudy of them is completed, build stronger
connections between the set texts for paper 2
e (Re-draft and edit NEA in response to verbal
feedback and a fixed word count)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

In addition to the points above:
e Complete on-going active revision of set texts

In addition to the points above:
e Complete remaining timed essays and response to
unseen poetry and prose
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