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Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential

DGGS Curriculum Intent:




Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been
thought and said over time, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and
achievement. Our Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more
than 20 subjects leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an
ambitious and dynamic curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge
which goes beyond the A Level specification at Key Stage 5.

Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students:

e Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals.

e Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others.

e Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse
learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum.

e Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities.

e Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance.

® Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the
wider world.

End of Key Stage Expectations:

Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives.

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential



ECONOMICS

A Level Specification
The exam board that the student’s study is EDEXCEL. Please click here for the ECONOMICS A Level
specification.

Subject Curriculum Intent
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for ECONOMICS at
DGGS is designed:
® To challenge students to engage deeply with complex economic theories, quantitative
analysis, and real-world applications. Through the exploration of microeconomics and
macroeconomics, students develop critical analytical skills, learning to interpret economic
data, evaluate policy impacts, and construct sophisticated arguments.

The course focuses on developing high-level cognitive skills, encouraging students to think
critically, solve complex problems, and articulate their insights effectively. Additionally,
collaborative projects and presentations refine soft skills such as communication, teamwork, and
leadership. By fostering both intellectual rigour and practical skill development, the A Level
Economics course prepares students to excel in further academic pursuits and to thrive in
competitive professional environments. The course aims to equip students with the skills and
knowledge necessary for success in both undergraduate studies at prestigious universities and
high-level apprenticeships

Curriculum Summary - Year 12

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)
An introduction to markets and market failure e Distinguish between positive and normative
e The nature of economics statements.
e How markets work e Understand the fundamental problem of resource
e  Market failure allocation.
e Government intervention e Draw and interpret production possibility frontiers.

e  Evaluate the costs and benefits of adopting
specialisation and the division of labour

e  Evaluate the different economic systems and the
thinkers on which they are based.

e Understand the difference between rational and
irrational economic decision-making

e  Explain the derivation and determinants of demand

e (Calculate and interpret the various elasticities of
demand

e  Explain the derivation and determinants of supply

e (Calculate and interpret elasticity of supply

e  Explain the function of the price mechanism

e Evaluate the impact of taxes and subsidies on
market behaviour.

e  Explain how positive and negative externalities lead
to market failure

e  Explain the characteristics of public goods and how
they can lead to a missing market
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Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e |dentify and explain the various types of Information
gaps.

e  Evaluate the many ways in which governments
intervene in markets to correct market failure.

e  Show how government intervention can sometimes
lead to a worse allocation of resources.

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

The UK economy — performance and policies
e  Measures of economic performance
e Aggregate demand
e Aggregate Supply
e National income
e Economic growth

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

e  Explain and illustrate the importance of economic
growth.

e Define and show the ways in which inflation is
measured.

e  Categorise the different types of employment and
unemployment.

e Explain the importance of the balance of payments
to an economy.

e  Explain the characteristics of Aggregate Demand

e Explain the characteristics of Aggregate Supply (long
and short run).

e Show the various ways in which National income
can be calculated and link to the circular flow of
income.

e Use the AD/AS model to illustrate macroeconomic
equilibrium (the Keynesian and neo-classical
interpretations).

e Explain how the multiplier can enhance the impact
of policies to change real GDP.

e Examine the differences between actual and
potential economic growth.

e Explain the difference between positive and
negative output gaps and illustrate using the AD/AS
model.

e Describe the different stages of the trade cycle and
illustrate on a diagram.

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Macroeconomic objectives and policies
Business behaviour and the labour market
e Business growth
e Business objectives
e Revenue, costs and profit

e Explain the four main and peripheral
macroeconomic objectives

e Analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of fiscal and
monetary policies in achieving the macroeconomic
policies

e Analyse and evaluate the various supply-side
policies employed to achieve the macroeconomic
objectives.

o  Show the difficulties policy-makers endure as a
result of conflicting objectives.

e Explain why some firms grow and why some firms
choose to stay small

e Explain the different types of firm and their legal
structures.

e  Evaluate how and why firms grow in size
considering both external and organic growth and
the various types of integration.

e  Explain how and why some firms choose to de-
merge.
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e  Explain the possible objectives a firm may pursue
and the relationship between objectives and
different types of firm.

e Define, calculate and illustrate the different types of
short-run costs.

e  Explain the benefits and drawbacks of firms growing
in size using the concept of economies and
diseconomies of scale

e Define, calculate and illustrate the different types of
revenue.

Curriculum Summary - Year 13

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)
Business behaviour and the labour market e Define, analyse and illustrate internal and external
e Revenues, costs and profit economies and diseconomies of scale.
e  Market structures e Distinguish between the different types of profit and
e Labour market apply to market structures.
e Government intervention e Explain the different types of efficiency.
e Evaluate the efficacy of perfectly competitive
markets.
e Evaluate the efficacy of monopolistically competitive
markets.

e  Evaluate the efficacy of oligopolistic markets.

e  Evaluate the efficacy of monopolistic markets.

e  Explain the impact of monopolistic behaviour.

e Evaluate the growing importance of market
contestability.

e  Explain the factors that determine the demand for
labour.

e  Explain the factors that determine the supply of
labour

e Explain how wages are determined in competitive
and non-competitive markets

e  Evaluate the impact of the National Minimum/Living
Wage.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be

able to do?)
A global perspective e Define and explain the impact of globalisation
e International economics e  Evaluate the basic Ricardian theory of international
e Poverty and inequality trade and the part played by specialisation.
e Emerging and developing economies e  Explain the changing patterns of world trade.
e The financial sector o Define and interpret terms of trade data.

e  Explain the rise of trading blocs and the role of the
World Trade Organisation

e  Evaluate the various methods by which trade can be
restricted.

e  Evaluate the ways in which governments can deal
with a balance of payments deficit.

e  Evaluate the relative merits of fixed and floating
exchange rates.

e Examine the factors that determine International
competitiveness.
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Explain the difference between absolute and
relative poverty.

Evaluate the causes of inequality and the ways in
which it can be reduced by government
intervention.

Examine the different ways in which economic
development can be measured.

Evaluate the factors that influence growth and
development.

Evaluate and apply appropriate strategies for
growth and development.

Explain the role of financial markets.

Explain the ways in which financial markets fail and
governments intervene to deal with the
misallocation of financial resources.

Examine the role of central banks.

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?)

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be
able to do?)

Role of the state in the macroeconomy
Revision and review

Complete past papers

Understand mark allocations
Understand command words
Understand skill connectives
Understand assessment objectives
Employ all requisite skills

Examine the different forms of public expenditure
Examine the different type of taxes.

Evaluate the importance of fiscal balance as a
macroeconomic objective.

All units.
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