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DGGS Curriculum Intent: 
Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been 
thought and said over time, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and 
achievement.  Our Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Year 12 and 13 students, consists of more 
than 20 subjects leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an 
ambitious and dynamic curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge 
which goes beyond the A Level specification at Key Stage 5.   
 
Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students: 

● Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals. 
● Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others. 
● Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse 

learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum. 
● Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities. 
● Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance. 
● Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the 

wider world. 

 

End of Key Stage Expectations: 
Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at 
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth 
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident 
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives. 
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DGGS Curriculum Summary - Year 12  

 
Please use this website to help you complete this document:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum#programmes-of-study-by-
subject 
 

Curriculum Summary – Year 12 
Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Cyberspace: 

• The influence of the Internet 

• Social networks: benefits and dangers 

• Smart phones in our society 
 

Modern day idols:  

• Singers and musicians 

• TV and cinema stars 
 
 
 

 
Equal rights:  

• Women in the workplace 

• Sexist attitudes 

• the rights of homosexual and transgender     
                  citizens                             
 

 

Set cultural topic: Pan’s Labyrinth: 

• Part 1 

 

• Discuss the positive and/or negative influence of the 
Internet 

• Consider the type of influence social networks have 
on society 

 
 

• Discuss the positive and/or negative effect of 
smartphones 

• Discuss the positive and/or negative influence 
singers and musicians have on people 

• Discuss the positive and/or negative effect TV and 
cinema stars have in our society 

 

• Discuss women in the world of work 

• Study the role of women at home 

• Discuss male chauvinism 

• Look at the role of feminism 

• Understand and talk about changes to LGBT rights 

• Discuss gay marriage in Spain and the Hispanic world 

 

• Discussing the vocabulary of cinema, the plot, 
characters, themes, social environment, and 
techniques and style. 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Modern day idols:  

•  Models 
 

Spanish regional identity:  

•  Traditions and customs 

•   Gastronomy 

•   Official languages 
 
 

Cultural heritage: 

•   Touristic sites and pre-Hispanic civilizations:            

•   Machu Picchu, la Alhambra, etc 

•   Art and Architecture 

•   The diversity of the cultural heritage 
 
 

• Consider the type of influence fashion models have 
on young people 
 
 

• Describe and discuss Spanish customs and traditions 

• Discuss the similarities and differences in the 
gastronomy of Spain 

• Consider the languages that are spoken in Spain and 
the issues surrounding them 
 

• Understand civilisations that contributed to the 
cultural heritage of Spain 

• Discuss the pre-Columbian heritage of Latin America 

• Discuss Spanish and Latin American artists and the 
role of architecture in Spain 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum%23programmes-of-study-by-subject
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum%23programmes-of-study-by-subject
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Set cultural topic: Pan’s Labyrinth: 

•  Part 2 
 

• Understand the diversity of Hispanic music and 
dance 
 

 

• Writing an essay about a film  

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Modern and traditional values:  
• Changes in family structure 
•  Attitudes towards marriage and divorce 
• The influence of the Catholic Church 

 
 
 

 
Set cultural topic: The House of Bernarda Alba: 

 

• Describe the various types of 21st century Spanish family 
and how these differ from the family model of the past 

• Understand trends in marriage and how modern and 
traditional values differ 

• Understand the situation regarding divorce 
• Understand the religious history of Spain 
• Discuss changes in the influence of the church 

 
• Studying the vocabulary of literature, the story, themes, 

characters, author techniques and style, and social 
environment. 

• Writing an essay about a literary work 

 

Curriculum Summary – Year 13 
 Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

• Revisit and recall vocabulary and grammar points 
from Themes 1 + 2 from Year 12. 

• Vocabulary and key grammar points for Aspects of 
Spanish-speaking society: Multiculturalism in 
Hispanic society- The Immigration  

•  Vocabulary and key grammar points for Aspects of 
Spanish-speaking society: Multiculturalism in 
Hispanic society- The Racism  

• Vocabulary and key grammar points for Aspects of 
Spanish-speaking society: Multiculturalism in 
Hispanic society: Life for the marginalised. 

• Vocabulary and key grammar points for Aspects of 
Spanish-speaking society: Aspect of the political life 
in the Hispanic world- Teenagers, the right of vote, 
and politics and employment.  

• Ensure IRP is organised, and ready for the exam.  

• The mark scheme and requirements for A-level 
essays and the structures and vocabulary that gain 
the highest scores.  
 

 

• To be able to discuss, analyse, and answer the key 
questions related to the topics of: Multiculturalism 
in Hispanic society. 

• To be able to discuss, analyse, and answer the key 
questions related to the topics of the Aspect of 
political life in the Hispanic world. 

• To be able to apply the key grammar points related 
to these two themes. 

• To be able to use the vocabulary and grammar 
points covered for the topic of Multiculturalism in 
the Hispanic society- The Immigration for speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing tasks. 

• To be able to use the vocabulary and grammar 
points covered for the topic of Multiculturalism in 
Hispanic society- The Racism for speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing tasks. 

• To be able to use the vocabulary and grammar 
points covered in the topic of Life for the 
marginalized for speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing tasks 

• To be able to use the vocabulary and grammar 
points covered for the topic of: Teenagers, the right 



Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential                                

5 
 

• The acronym PEARLS: Point, Evidence, Analysis, 
Relate to context, Link back to original question for 
essay writing. 

to vote, and politics political commitment for 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing tasks. 

•  

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

• Vocabulary and key grammar points for Aspects of 
Spanish-speaking society: Aspect of the political life 
in the Hispanic world- The dictatorships and 
monarchies.  

• Vocabulary and key grammar points for Aspects of 
Spanish-speaking society: Aspect of the political life 
in the Hispanic world- Demonstrations, strikes. 

• Understanding the themes and the socio-economic 
situation of the book La Casa de Bernarda Alba 

• Understand the social and political environment 
and the themes of the film El Laberinto del Fauno. 

• Independent Research project: FINAL PREPARATION 
PRIOR TO EXAMS. Candidate Record Form to be 
filled in and signed by student and teacher. 
Headings are to be completed following the 
guidelines and students to know as much as 
possible about their chosen topic including 
potential arguments for and against. 

• Photocard Information. Students to know the key 
data and information related to the topics for the 
photocards including reference to a Spanish 
Speaking country of their choice. 
 

• To be able to use the vocabulary and grammar 
points covered for the topic of Aspects of political 
life in the Hispanic world- The dictatorships and 
monarchies for speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing tasks. 

• To be able to use the vocabulary and grammar 
points covered for the topic of Demonstrations, and 
strikes – who holds the power? For speaking, 
listening, reading, and writing tasks 

• To be able to confidently write 300+ word essays on 
La Casa de Bernarda Alban and El Laberinto del 
Fauno under controlled conditions (and timed). To 
also be able to create essay/exam-style questions 
for each other in class and as part of revision tasks 
for homework. 

• To be able to complete a timed discussion of 
photocard related to any of the year 12/13 topics 
for the speaking exam under controlled conditions. 

• To be able to refer confidently to a Hispanic 
countries for the purpose of in-depth discussion of 
the key themes and topic covered in the course. 
Students will be able to discuss current affairs by 
using examples. 

• To be prepared with all research completed for the 
IRP and headings prepared on the Candidate Record 
Form ready for a 10-minute discussion in the 
speaking examination. 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

In addition to the points above: 

• Exam technique and study skills. 

• Revision of the other themes 
 

In addition to the points above: 

• Know how to revise for the different elements of 
the A-Level exam and feel well prepared to do these 
by using a range of IT and other additional 
resources to support with the above.  

 


