
 

 

 

 

Dartford Grammar School for Girls 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Form 
ART  

Curriculum Overview Booklet  
2026-27 

 
 

A guide for Parents/Carers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential       

                          



Working together to achieve academic excellence and personal potential                                

2 
 

DGGS Curriculum Intent: 
Our Academic Curriculum is designed to give our students access to the best that has been 
thought and said over time, helping to engender an appreciation of human creativity and 
achievement.  Our Key Stage 5 curriculum, followed by Years 12 and 13 students, consists of more 
than 20 subjects leading to A Level qualification alongside an enhanced curriculum. It is an 
ambitious and dynamic curriculum which gives students the opportunity to access knowledge 
which goes beyond the A Level specification at Key Stage 5.   
 
Our Academic Curriculum at Dartford Grammar School for Girls aims to ensure that all students: 

● Flourish academically and develop their skills and talents as individuals. 
● Develop a strong sense of community and responsibility to both ourselves and others. 
● Experience challenge and stimulation of their minds through excellent teaching, diverse 

learning opportunities, and a rich, balanced curriculum. 
● Explore and develop their personal interests though extra-curricular opportunities. 
● Reach their potential through personalised and specialist support and guidance. 
● Are encouraged to develop as global citizens and to make a significant contribution to the 

wider world. 

 

End of Key Stage Expectations: 
Our academic Sixth Form curriculum prepares students for higher education (including study at 
Oxbridge and other world class universities) and high quality employment. By the end of Sixth 
Form, students will have achieved excellent A Level results, be well-rounded and confident 
individuals who are well prepared for the next stage of their lives. 
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Art 
 

A Level Specification 
The exam board that the students study is AQA. Please click here for the Art A Level specification.   

Subject Curriculum Intent  
In addition to the aims of the A Level specification, our ambitious curriculum for ART at DGGS aims 
to: 

● Encourage in-depth student-led independent research and enquiry. 
● Enable students to investigate identity, symbolism, representation and meaning through 

increasingly personal and sustained projects. 
● Develop critical understanding through the study of historical and contemporary artists, 

craftspeople and designers. 
● Encourage students to select and evaluate appropriate resources, exhibitions, galleries and 

visual references. 
● Develop confidence in drawing, painting, sculpture, mixed media and experimental 

processes. 
● Enable students to document, analyse and evaluate creative journeys using meaningful 

annotation and specialist vocabulary. 
● Develop independent decision-making through the selection of appropriate media, 

materials and techniques. 
● Encourage increasingly sophisticated personal responses informed by contextual 

understanding and experimentation. 
● Prepare students for successful progression into Year 13, higher education and creative 

careers. 

Curriculum Summary – Year 12 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Self & Objects as Identity: 

• Exploring how objects can function as portraits, 
symbols and autobiographical records. 

• Understanding the relationship between 
observation, symbolism and personal meaning. 

 
Still Life and Symbolic Meaning: 

• Investigation of proportion, composition, tonal 
range and visual narrative. 

• Exploring how lighting, arrangement and viewpoint 
can influence interpretation. 
 

Cornelia Parker and Joseph Cornell: 

• Exploring transformation, assemblage, memory and 
storytelling through objects. 

• Understanding how found objects can communicate 
identity and personal experience. 
 

Artists, Identity and Found Objects: 

• Produce sustained observational studies using a 
range of drawing media. 

• Demonstrate increasing control of proportion, tonal 
range and composition. 

• Create symbolic still life arrangements informed by 
personal identity. 

• Analyse and compare artists using specialist 
vocabulary and critical understanding. 

• Experiment with assemblage, collage and found-
object construction. 

• Develop artist-inspired responses informed by 
contextual research. 

• Produce personal outcomes synthesising 
observation, experimentation and meaning. 

• Reflect critically on progress and refine work in 
response to evaluation 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8202/specification/specification-at-a-glance
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• Investigation of Marcel Duchamp, Mona Hatoum, 
Tracey Emin, Felix Gonzalez-Torres, Betye Saar, Ai 
Weiwei and Yinka Shonibare. 

• Exploring identity, culture, memory and politics 
through contemporary art practice. 
 

Vanitas and Symbolism: 

• Introduction to Dutch Vanitas traditions and 
symbolic still life painting. 
• Understanding mortality, symbolism and allegory 
within historical and contemporary art. 
 

Surrealism and the Self: 

• Investigation of Frida Kahlo, René Magritte, Salvador 
Dalí and Lee Miller. 

• Exploring symbolism, metaphor and personal 
narrative through Surrealist approaches. 
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Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

In addition to the points above: 
 
Portraiture and Identity: 

• Exploring portraiture as a means of communicating 
identity, psychology and personal experience. 

• Understanding how contemporary artists challenge 
traditional approaches to portraiture. 
 

Oil Painting and Colour Theory: 

• Investigation of colour theory, colour temperature, 
value and saturation. 

• Understanding flesh-tone construction, limited 
palettes and painterly techniques. 

• Rembrandt, Lucian Freud and Jenny Saville 

• Exploring observation, structure, psychology and the 
human form through portraiture. 

• Understanding how artists communicate presence 
and emotion. 
 

Contemporary Portraiture: 

• Investigation of Frida Kahlo, David Hockney, Claire 
Tabouret, Kehinde Wiley, Paula Rego and Alice Neel. 

• Exploring symbolism, colour, distortion and identity 
within portrait painting. 
 

End of Year Examination Project: 

• Understanding how artists develop sustained 
investigations into resolved outcomes. 

• Exploring planning, refinement and personal 
response. 
 
 

In addition to the points above: 
 
 

• Develop colour theory investigations using oil paint. 

• Produce colour studies, value scales and flesh-tone 
experiments. 

• Apply underpainting and layered painting techniques 
confidently. 

• Create sustained portrait studies from observation 
and photography. 

• Demonstrate increasing control of oil painting 
processes and colour mixing. 

• Develop personal portrait outcomes informed by 
artist research. 

• Refine ideas through annotation, critique and self-
evaluation. 

• Plan and prepare ambitious responses for the End of 
Year examination. 
 
 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

In addition to the points above: 
 

Identity in 3D: Form, Body and Construction: 

• Exploring sculpture as a means of communicating 
identity through form, material and space. 

• Understanding how contemporary artists construct, 
fragment and transform the body. 
 

Material, Form and Structure: 

• Investigation of form, mass, volume, armature, 
assemblage and surface. 
• Understanding how materials influence meaning 
and interpretation. 
 

Contemporary Sculpture: 

• Investigation of artists including Louise Bourgeois, 
Sarah Lucas, Patricia Piccinini, Kiki Smith, Yinka 
Shonibare, Ai Weiwei and Antony Gormley. 

• Exploring symbolism, hybridity, culture, memory and 
identity through sculpture. 
 

Pathways of Enquiry: 

In addition to the points above: 
 

• Produce observational studies to inform sculptural 
development. 

• Experiment with clay, wire, card, assemblage and 
mixed-media processes. 

• Construct armatures and three-dimensional forms. 

• Develop maquettes and prototype sculptures. 

• Analyse sculptural artists and apply contextual 
understanding to personal work. 

• Document investigations through photography, 
annotation and sketchbook development. 

• Refine ideas through testing, evaluation and 
iterative development. 

• Develop independent areas of enquiry in 
preparation for Year 13. 
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• Exploring themes including Gender and Identity, The 
Body Fragmented, Strange Creatures, Religious 
Iconography, Cultural Identity and Masks of Identity. 

• Understanding how identity can be constructed, 
concealed and reimagined through sculpture. 
 

Transition to Personal Investigation: 

• Understanding how sustained independent enquiry 
is developed through research, experimentation and 
refinement. 

• Introduction to the Personal Investigation 
component of Year 13. 
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Curriculum Summary – Year 13 

Term 1 and 2 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) 
 

Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

Students explore the themes for their written elements & the 
studio work that accompanies it. Students will know: 

• How to gather research material from books, essays, 
websites and other sources 

• How to structure a meaningful essay, make links 
between a range of artist genres, use quotes and 
draw conclusions 

 
Practical element. Students will know: 

• How to source, gather and generate images and 
information 

• How to experiment with a range of materials in 
order to refine skills and technique 

• How to record ideas and insights 

• How to plan for and create a meaningful response 
which will be completed during the 15 hour mock 
exam 

• Develop ideas through sustained investigations 
informed by contextual studies and analytical 
understanding 

• Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist 
vocabulary. 

• Explore and select appropriate resources, media, 
materials and techniques 

• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions 

• Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work 
and progress 

• Present personal and meaningful initial responses 
 

Term 3 and 4 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 

able to do?) 

In addition to the points above: 

Externally set assignment: 
Students will choose from a range of titles published by AQA. 
Students will: 

• Develop ideas through studying the work of artists 

• Gather relevant source materials which may include 
interviews, photography, film & specific materials 

• Record their ideas and the progression of their 
creative journey from initial thoughts to conclusions 

• Experiment with a range of materials, refining 
outcomes and techniques 
 

Regular tutorials will be scheduled with students to check 
investigations, responses and plans against assessment 
objectives. A range of experimental & development pieces 
will be created along the way referencing the artist selected. 
Processes and journey of investigations will be documented 
in their sketchbook. 

In addition to the points above: 

• Develop ideas through sustained investigations 
informed by contextual studies and analytical 
understanding 

• Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist 
vocabulary. 

• Explore and select appropriate resources, media, 
materials and techniques 

• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions 

• Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work 
and progress & refining responses 

• Present personal and meaningful responses, 
realising intentions and make connections between 
visual and other elements 

Term 5 and 6 

Content Knowledge (what do we want students to know?) Procedural Knowledge (What do we want students to be 
able to do?) 

In addition to the points above: 
Externally set assignment 
 
Final exam: students have to plan and create a meaningful 
final outcome referencing the work of other artists during a 
15-hour exam. Exam will take place end of April/ beginning of 
May. 
 
 

In addition to the points above: 

• Develop ideas through sustained investigations 
informed by contextual studies and analytical 
understanding 

• Demonstrate fluent use of appropriate specialist 
vocabulary. 

• Explore and select appropriate resources, media, 
materials and techniques 

• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to 
intentions 

• Develop the ability to reflect critically on their work 
and progress & refining responses 
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• Present personal and meaningful responses, 
realising intentions and make connections between 
visual and other elements 

 

 


